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International markets becoming more strategic

Keller International update: In addition to current subsidiary companies in China, 
USA and Switzerland, Keller Lufttechnik plans to increase future expansion in Euro-
pe. In addition to the automotive industry, China is experiencing substantial growth 
in the plastics processing industry. Meanwhile, Keller USA further benefits from  
Baden-Württemberg's  ClustAir group's expansion into Mexico.

Adequately cleaned air in manufacturing facilities results in healthy 
work stations, high quality products, and nontoxic exhaust air. The 
technology to provide it is also an international requirement. Rolf 
Bernauer,  the executive responsible for international busines at Keller 
Lufttechnik, says, "Growth opportunities for our company lie essenti-
ally in the international markets. Our expanding presence abroad is an 
important facet in safeguarding the future." Three subsidiary compa-
nies in USA, China and Switzerland denote the locations the specia-
lists are prioritizing.  In addition, the Western European market, espe-
cially Austria, France, Italy, Spain and Great Britain, and in a later 
phase, the Eastern European countries, will come into play.

Keller China: CLEACOM systems sucessful for the plastics pro-
cessing industry
Keller Lufttechnik is currently branching out into new markets in Chi-
na. "Traditionally we'ved been deeply anchored in the automotive in-
dustry," Bernauer explains. "Now, we are developing a second focus. 
With our CLEACOM system, which stands for Clean Compounding, we 
address the plastics processing industry." The potential is huge: China 
accounts for approximately 30 %,  a significant portion, of the overall 
worldwide plastics production. >

With its CLEACOM systems, Keller Lufttechnik handles clean air efforts in the plastics 
processing industry. The potential in China is huge: "Cathay" constitutes approx. 30 %, a 
substantial segment, of worldwide plastics production.
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Expanding into new market segments
Through an international business project and the plastics industry 
trade fair Chinaplas in Shanghai, Keller specialists were able to 
generate interest, to meet prospective customers, gain some valu-
able contacts, and build company relationships. All the lead refe-
rences from international businesses engaged in plastics proces-
sing were beneficial, because some of our existing customers in 
other countries have subsidiaries or joint ventures located in Chi-
na.  They are frequently open to collaboration with Keller Lufttech-
nik because of favorable past business experiences between the 
respective parent companies.

"First orders have been signed"
"The first orders have already arrived," Bernauer is pleased to an-
nounce. "It speaks for Keller Lufttechnik that we can provide a 
wide range of products for nearly all production processes; we of-
fer solutions for dust, fumes and aerosols; we individually plan and 
realize complex installations; and we provide specialized expertise 
for explosion protection that is advantageous to many of our custo-
mers."

Keller USA: New access into the Mexican market
Our USA subsidiary recently benefitted from the industrial group 
ClustAir BW, an alliance of innovative small and medium-sized 
companies in air pollution control technology in Germany's Baden-
Württemberg.  A group of their representatives travelled  to Mexi-
co, a market covered by Keller USA. There were discusions with 
political leaders and industry authorities. "This was a very benefi-
cial experience. We were able to identify potential markets and 
established relationships," Bernauer reports. "This type of personal 
contact can open doors to many new opportunities."

Subsidiary companies are becoming more proficient
Overall,  Rolf Bernauer has concluded that Keller's corporate affili-
ates have demonstrated increased independence,  with steadily 
growing teams,  and greater in-house expertise.  This allows Head-
quarters in D-Kirchheim/Teck to pursue further international 
growth opportunities.  "We've taken the initial steps to expand our 
presence in Western Europe while trade barriers are low and the 
overall demand is high," says Bernauer. Keller Lufttechik also plans 
to support existing branch offices and partnerships, and aims to 
introduce its products at additional European trade fairs. <

The industry trade show, Chinaplas, in
Shanghai enabled Keller specialists to
generate new interest, to meet prospecti-
ve customers, to obtain valuable  
associations, and build company contacts.
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